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On October 6 Stella Panayotova gave t597 when he arrived in Kent to convert the
Cambridge Library Group a backstage tour English to Christianity. Some visitors have
the wonderful Cambridge Illluminations exh shown such veneration that they have knelt
bition. We were privileged to learn how th down in front of it!

exhibition was conceived several years ago

part of a |arger project to Cata|ogue all tl A number of the most important books came
Cambridge illuminations, and how it came - from Corpus Christi College, bequeathed by
be displayed in three rooms of the FitzwiArchbishop Matthew Parker who gathered
liam Museum. Two hundred and fiftee them after the Dissolution of the Monaster-
Separate items were on disp|ay’ which mal ies. The whole exhibition (not forgetting that
it one of the largest exhibitions of illuminate there was a smaller, but very interesting, dis-
manuscripts ever mounted in this countr Play at the University Library) left one with a
The Macclesfield Psalter was unbound a sense of awe.

some of its leaves displayed individually &
part of the exhibition. It was a perfect oppa
tunity to study the amazing detail and a
work in this small but very fine example ¢
medieval art from East Anglia.

Stella Panayotova should be congratulated on
masterminding such an ambitious and suc-
cessful project. The exhibition proved so

popular that it was extended until the end of
2005.

One special exhibit was th&t Augustine’s o
Gospelsgiven by Pope Gregory and broug| Patricia Aske
to England by St Augustine of Canterbury Pembroke College

On October 2%ambridge Library Group the talk. Working to strict deadlines in an of-
members gathered to hear about “The Polit ten extremely pressurised environment is
and Practicalities of producing Library an simply a way of life for Elspeth. Whilst cer-
Information Update” from its editor Elspetl tain elements of Update can be prepared well
Hyams. After wine and nibbles, Elspeth b in advance, other items can be changed very
gan by outlining the challenge she faces late on when something topical arises. El-
the editor of a magazine that caters for suc speth was also keen to highlight the impor-
diverse range of information professionaltance of reader input, both in terms of feed-
She expressed how important it is to get back and through articles for the magazine
balance between the varying readers, as vitself. Luckily though, Elspeth no longer has
as making sure that topical issues are givto worry about copy gaps. It is now more a
space in the forefront of the magazine. O question of using the skills of Update’s de-
of Update’s key concerns is setting the to signer to fit it all in!
of the magazine —“gravitas and authority ve
sus readability.” Elspeth stressed that findil The evening provided a great insight into EI-
a balance is crucial. In order not to aliene speth’s world and into the creation of Library
any readers she felt it important to enhanand Information Update. Many thanks to the
the readability and provide links to offe organisers and, of course, to Elspeth.
stimulation for the largest possible reade
ship. Sarah Turk

Library Graduate Trainee
The fast paced nature of the media indus Newnham College
was something that really came across dur



Sudharma School Megalle Galle

“The Project aims
at developing this
school library as a
model library”
Premila Gamage
Sri Lankan Library
Association

Sudharma School Children

From “the King’s

Ditch” to a “slide
of abandoned
mannequins”
Curious? Read on
for more.....

Aerial view of site Dec. 2005
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November’'s meeting of the CLG was ‘a varie 2. Libby and Joanna described the specific
tion’ on our usual meeting. This time it was project that the CLG is fundraising for - the
fund-raiser for the libraries in Sri Lanka dev ‘rehabilitation’ of Ga/ Sudhrama School Li-
astated by the Tsunami. This meeting car brary. Although the building sustained only
about following Libby and Joanna’s atten minor damage structurally, the resources
dance at the IFLA conference in the summe were destroyed. The intention is for the li-
They were moved by the talk given by Sibrary to be refurbished, collection develop-
Lanka's National Librarian regarding the lii ment to be aided, computers to be installed,
braries in Sri Lanka, and the ongoing prol and training to be given. In the long term the
lems in the country. The Sri Lankan Librar aim is to develop the library as a ‘model li-
Association sees this as an opportunity both brary, with a future function as a centre for
enable the libraries to be restored, and to L ICT'. (The Sri Lankan Library Association
date the libraries at the same time. will provide training and software for library

automation.) The cost for this project will be
The evening consisted of three main parts:  approx £3000.
1. Maria Cotera from Career Developmer 3. A Jively discussion followed, both discuss-
GrOUp, CILIP delivered the talk Originally |ng how the project would work, and poten-
given by the Sri Lankan Librarian Premili tig| fundraising methods. It was hoped we
Gamage- outlining the Sri Lankan Library' could raise the money by the summer garden
objectives in restoring the libraries. Four li party 2006.
braries were chosen to start the process w
the objective of getting these up and runnir The evening was very enjoyable and success-
before moving onto other libraries, as thful with over £200 being raised by the event,
funding became available. When offers ¢both by those attending, and further donations
help are received they are providing each i from those unable to attend.
terested group with a specific library projec
to become involved with and raise funds for. Chris Barker

Jesus College
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Alison Dickens, the Archaeology Manager obf Emmanuel College, a thousand-year old
the Cambridge Archaeological Unit held groperty boundary and the evidence of the
large audience in the palm of her hand as siamense size of the King's Ditch itself. The
described with wit, enthusiasm and superfunction of the ditch is a topic, like the nature
slides the unique opportunity for illuminatingof industrial activity on the site, which will
Cambridge’s past offered by the demolitiorundergo post-excavation analysis and we can
work preceding the construction of the Grandlso look forward to a computer model of the
Arcade between St Andrew’'s Street andecently demolished structures, accurate to
Downing Street. This involves a one hectarthe last brick. Incidental delights, moreover,
site straddling the King’'s Ditch, a mediaevahrose from insights into life above ground:
boundary of the city. We were taken througlthe fact that staff at Robert Sayles used to
the pre-excavation research into maps arive on the premises, or that someone in the
other records, the painstaking recording odarly 20th century tipped a large quantity of
the doomed buildings on the site (wherebgiesel into a hole in the ground. A particular
the Lion Yard multistory became possibly thepleasure was the slide of abandoned manne-
world’s best documented carpark), and thquins in their fabric-lined cubicles in the de-
gradual revelations of the dig. serted department store; a touch of the quo-
tidian surreal to rival the Martin Parr photo-

Highlights included the unique wooden angyraphs which now adorn the fencing around
leather receptacles unearthed, the astonishifie sjte.

50-plus wells discovered, some dating to the

13" century, lined with materials which in- Stephen Hills
cluded wicker-work, barrels and recycledynijversity Library
clunch from the Dominican Priory on the site



