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On the first day of Christmas, 
my true love sent to me 
A party at the CUP. 
 
On the second day of Christmas,  
my true love sent to me 
Two little speeches 
At the party at the CUP 
 
On the third day of Christmas,  
my true love sent to me 
Three salmon croustades 
Two little speeches 
At the party at the CUP 
 
On the fourth day of Christmas,  
my true love sent to me  
Four stilton wedges, three salmon croustades 
Two little speeches, 
At the party at the CUP. 
 
On the fifth day of Christmas,  
my true love sent to me  
Five white wines 
Four stilton wedges, three salmon croustades 
Two little speeches, 
At the party at the CUP. 
 
On the sixth day of Christmas,  
my true love sent to me  
Six tunes a-playing, five white wines 
Four stilton wedges, three salmon croustades 
Two little speeches, 
At the party at the CUP. 
 
On the seventh day of Christmas,  
my true love sent to me  
Seven bites of melon  
Six tunes a-playing, five white wines 
Four stilton wedges, three salmon croustades 
Two little speeches, 
At the party at the CUP. 
 
On the eighth day of Christmas,  
my true love sent to me  
Eight glasses chinking, seven bites of melon  
Six tunes a-playing, five white wines 
Four stilton wedges, three salmon croustades 
Two little speeches, 
At the party at the CUP. 

On the ninth day of Christmas,  
my true love sent to me 
Nine ladies chatting,  
Eight glasses chinking, seven bites of 
melon  
Six tunes a-playing, five white wines 
Four stilton wedges, three salmon crous-
tades 
Two little speeches, 
At the party at the CUP. 
 
On the tenth day of Christmas,  
my true love sent to me  
Ten nibbles dipping, nine ladies chatting,  
Eight glasses chinking, seven bites of 
melon  
Six tunes a-playing, five white wines 
Four stilton wedges, three salmon crous-
tades 
Two little speeches, 
At the party at the CUP 
 
On the eleventh day of Christmas,  
my true love sent to me  
Eleven new newsletters,  
Ten nibbles dipping, nine ladies chatting,  
Eight glasses chinking, seven bites of 
melon  
Six tunes a-playing, five white wines 
Four stilton wedges, three salmon crous-
tades 
Two little speeches, 
At the party at the CUP 
 
On the twelfth day of Christmas,  
my true love sent to me  
Twelve librarians laughing, eleven new 
newsletters,  
Ten nibbles dipping, nine ladies chatting,  
Eight glasses chinking, seven bites of 
melon  
Six tunes a-playing, five white wines 
Four stilton wedges, three salmon crous-
tades 
Two little speeches, 
At the party at the CUP 
 
Sarah Stamford 
Selwyn College Library 



 
 

The remaining focus of her talk was given to 
exploring the various ways in which searches 
can be structured to ensure efficient retrieval, 
and, as all reference librarians know, under-
standing the question helps shape the search 
strategy.  Incidentally Alison’s title for her 
talk was taken from the book co-authored 
with her husband- Effective information re-
trieval from the Internet: An advanced user’s  
guide published by Chandos in 2004.   
 
A key message of Alison’s talk and the book 
(which I heartily recommend!) is that the 
skills we deploy to retrieve and assess infor-
mation are generic, and not dependent on a 
particular technology.  So if you haven’t yet 
explored online directories http://www.rdn.ac.
uk or perhaps have become too comfortable 
with Google, give another search engine a try 
http://www.exalead.com/search.  Live a little 
dangerously and experiment-your students 
will benefit!   
 
Candace Guite 
Christ’s College Library 

Alison is very much a Cambridge person be-
ing both born and educated in the city.  She 
spent her student summers helping in the li-
brary at Corpus Christi and stuck on lots of 
bar codes in the Criminology library (the latter 
combined with completing a PhD in Criminol-
ogy).  Alison subsequently went on to work 
for five and a half years at Cambridge Re-
gional College, providing internet training for 
students. 
 
So, as she stressed in her introduction, her ap-
proach to internet retrieval is very practical 
and library orientated.   
 
The Internet offers enormous possibilities in 
the huge and diverse range of information 
available, and in the speed and easiness by 
which it can be retrieved.   But there are pit-
falls that students, for example, are not always 
aware of!  These crucially concern the quality 
and accuracy of the information retrieved.  
Alison stressed throughout her admirably 
clear and lucid talk that librarians are best 
placed to provide comprehensive access to 
internet resources because they are aware of 
both its flaws and its potential bias. 
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New website for 
Cambridge Library 
Group launched 
 
http://www.lib.cam.ac.
uk/maps/clgh.htm 

        New CLG website 
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On 19 January thirty to forty members of the 
group met in the elegant surroundings of the 
Union Society Library to hear Jill Paton 
Walsh talk about her work under the title 
‘Morality in fiction’.  Jill began by claiming 
she was frightened of librarians; with luck our 
rapt attention and eager questions will have 
reassured her. 
 
A teacher, Jill began writing children’s fiction 
when she was bored at home with a baby, and 
she continued for many years to write for 
what she considers the most important audi-
ence:  between eight and fourteen there is time 
to tell children about the important things in 
life, to give them a map of human relations 
which will be like a mulch or compost for the 
mind, enriching them even when it has been 
forgotten. 
 
One day, however, children’s writing ‘left’ 
Jill.  She then wrote six adult literary novels, 
moving into detective fiction when the last of 
these failed to sell.  When she came to Cam-
bridge in 1989 she found no-one she met had 
read her books – except the detective novels,  

whose popularity here she put down to their 
central virtue being intelligence.  
 
The true subject of crime fiction, Jill said, is 
not crime, criminals or detection but human 
hopes and wishes, and their hero is the type 
of the virtuous (intelligent) man or woman.  
She then reflected on how and why fiction 
draws the reader in, persuades us to read on, 
encourages us to care, think and feel simulta-
neously, and enables us to become the charac-
ter in a way that drama and film prevent us 
from doing. 
 
Jill concluded by reading from the book she 
is currently writing.  The question session 
focused on the work involved in completing 
Dorothy Sayer’s Thrones, Dominations, be-
gun in 1938 and found in a cupboard after her 
death.  All in all, a fascinating talk and a most 
illuminating evening. 
 
Anne Cobby 
Modern and Medieval Languages Library 

Dr Alison Stacey 
 
 ‘Effective information 
retrieval from the 
Internet: a practical 
approach to finding and 
evaluating information 
on the World Wide 
Web’ �



 
 

CLG BOOK SALE—MARKET STALL 
When? 
 
Sometime in May on a Sunday 10-4. We’ll 
let you know the minute we know for certain. 
 
What? 
Most books will be welcome but preferably 
in good condition . 
 
Where to take the books? 
Easiest for us if you take them to the back 
entrance of the UL in boxes marked for the 
attention of Anne Taylor. Alternatively to 
Jim and Lorraine Scannell at 37 Metcalfe 
Road. 
 
 

Thanks to the wonderful generosity of indi-
vidual members of CLG, Departments and 
Colleges of the University, and Great St. 
Mary’s Church we have raised approximately 
£2,600 of the target of £3,000.  
 
Two more fund-raisers coming: 
 
CLG RECIPE BOOK 
In preparation is a unique recipe book with 
contributions which  members and friends of 
the group have kindly submitted. This  
collection of delicious recipes, ranging from 
soups and starters to (lots of!) puddings and 
cakes, should be available by the end of  
May. Members will be notified when the 
book is launched. All money  raised from the 
sale of recipe books, apart from the cost of 
printing and binding, will go to the appeal. 
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Fitzwilliam Museum 
website: 
 
http://www.fitzmuseum.
cam.ac.uk/ 
 

        Sudharma School Megalle Galle 
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Everyone knows the imposing, neo-classical 
façade of the Fitzwilliam Museum but, as Mr 
Duncan Robinson, its Director, pointed out, 
the building itself gives no indication of its 
contents. He gave an entertaining account of 
its foundation from the collection of paintings, 
music and books bequeathed by the 2nd Vis-
count Fitzwilliam. This aristocrat-scholar 
spent much of his time in pre-Revolutionary 
Paris, and a recent finding of an inscription in 
one of his books has uncovered the existence 
of his two French “love-children” by a Pari-
sian dancer. More importantly for the Mu-
seum he had a good eye for a bargain in the 
art market free-for-all following the French 
Revolution.  

Mr Robinson’s amusing and informative 
overview of the original building of the Mu-
seum and its various expansions, right up to 
the recent Courtyard extension, was illus-
trated by slides of the buildings and its con-
tents. And these were further enlivened by 
stories of architects falling off cathedrals, the 
removal of nude paintings by a zealous direc-
tor and run-ins with planners and neighbours. 
Despite all these the Fitzwilliam has managed 
to develop from a purely academic library 
and collection into the major museum and art 
gallery of East Anglia. (And no, he didn’t 
mention those vases.) 
 
Erica Macdonald 
Peterhouse College Library 

Not far to go in our 
fund-raising effort! 

Just a few months to 
go to reach our 
target of £3,000 �
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But, for me, past Magd'len tower,     (Sir Samuel Ferguson:  By the Isis. [from Poems (1880)]) 
Radcliffe dome and roofs Bodleian, 
Even in that wintry hour,  
Mounting up the empyrean  
Rose the vision of the dome  
 
“Mounting up” encapsulates the key to Oxford i.e. “it’s all steps”, as identified by Libby Tilley 
in a eureka moment climbing up to Magdalen’s hall. In addition to Magdalen, the Bodleian 
and Radcliffe Camera libraries, the CLG visit also included Christ Church, its cathedral, 
Queen’s, and New Bodley.  Certain themes recurred throughout the tours like a leitmotiv – 
recycling, refurbishing, rebuilding and retail (the latter meant being ineluctably led to cathe-
dral and Bodley shops).                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                      (cont. pg 4)

CLG at Magdalen College with 
Hilary Pattison  



Janet McMullin, at Christ Church, explained how its first library had been the refectory of St. Frideswide’s priory. The build-
ing (in Renaissance style with the library on the first floor) began in 1717 by subscription and was completed 55 years’ later 
in 1772. Below the library was a ground floor open piazza which was converted to a picture gallery and later became the 
steady-state undergraduate library. The Old Library is due to be rewired at a cost beyond the dreams of avarice. Along with 
the usual college celestial and terrestrial globes (more seen at Queen’s and Magdalen), the library owns a new Alice celestial 
globe from Greaves and Thomas. Should you wish to acquire something similar a 33” diameter Alice globe costs £4,500 
(incl.VAT) and can be viewed online at: myweb.tiscali.co.uk/greavesandthomas/index.html 
 
Like Alice following down the rabbit hole, literally going underground to move under the road to and from each site, we 
toured the New Bodleian (including Nick Millea’s Map Library for those in Steve Rose’s tour – perhaps not for those follow-
ing Vanessa Corrick or Mat Andrews), the Upper and Lower Reading Rooms of the Bodleian, Duke Humfrey’s Library, and 
the Radcliffe Camera – the whole connected by a wondrous Heath Robinson-ish conveyor belt continually moving books to 
readers throughout the entire library stacks and buildings. The New Library is due to be remodeled as a central location for 
special collections across Oxford whilst the Clarendon Building, where admissions take place, reopens this April after a 
year’s closure for refurbishment work. 
 
The Divinity School, below Duke Humfrey’s, is a masterpiece of English Gothic and its vaulted ceiling will be familiar to 
anyone who has seen film versions of Harry Potter books. At Christ Church, we wowed at the scale of the Hogwarts dining 
hall (up more steps) after our tour of Christ Church Cathedral, led by a graduate of Trinity College, Cambridge, the Canon 
Roland Meredith, sporting his Cambridge college’s crest. 
 
Two former Cambridge college librarians, both of whom are engaged in the planning of new Oxford college library build-
ings, delighted us with tours of spectacular old libraries. At Queen’s (founded 1341), Amanda Saville compared its library to 
a scaled down version of Trinity’s Wren library, where the open arcading beneath had (as at Christ Church) been remodeled 
to form an undergraduate library. The medieval library had been replaced by this range in 1692-5.  
 
Hilary Pattison swept us along on an enthusiastic tour of the chapel, cloister, grounds and deer park, besides the library where 
an exhibition of manuscript and early printed books had been laid out for us, including the Wolsey lectionary, and the tiny 
fragments of  Papyrus Magdalen Greek 17/P64, purchased in Luxor by Reverend Charles B. Huleatt (1863-1908), who iden-
tified the fragments as parts of St Matthew’s Gospel (Chapter 26:23 and 31). The papyrus hit the headlines in 1994 when 
Carsten Peter Thiede dated the fragments to the last third of the 1st century. Amongst the many non-book objects on display, 
one of the most striking was the petrified wig of President Routh. 
 
In addition to all these visits, was the added enjoyment of meeting new librarians from all sectors of Cambridge libraries in 
CLG and renewing past acquaintances over dinner at Quod (a converted bank in the High Street) where Richard Hughes dis-
played a financial flair for accounting that can only be described as dazzling. 
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Anyone seen the globe? 

….and we were accused of it 
being a jolly……. 

High Noon? 

Christ Church College 

Quod Restaurant, High St.. 

Outside the Sheldonian and Bodleian 

With many 
thanks to Ray 
Stamford for the 
photos of CLG 
enjoying their 
visit to Oxford 

Sandra Cromey, English Faculty Library 


