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On 18" April 2007 at Wolfson College, Petef? June 1995 at an Umbrella conference, a
Hoare spoke to us about how the questionR¥blic announcement was made which ex-
‘what is alibrary’ turned into a three-volumePlained the need for such a history. Word
history published by Cambridge Universitgot round and interest grew. A three-volume
Press in 2006. After a long and distinguish&lfucture was agreed with the Press but it still
career at London, Hull, Glasgow and Nottingavolved a lot of planning and finding the
ham, Peter Hoare decided he wanted to cre@8t authors

his own monument in the field of librarian- _

ship. He achieved this, but it was a long aftgarly one hundred authors were involved;
at times painful process. He gave us a flavélifidance was given, extensions granted and
of the work and difficulties involved but higlire threats made. Some notable battles

talk also conveyed his deep commitment aRgarly changed the concept of the whole
faith in the project. work. Problems ensued when Robin

Alston’'s database was transferred to the

Alston, who was creating a library histor&gpped out of the enterprise in 1997. Giles
database, but it took many years before ndelbrote had been recruited to help but
idea turned into reality. It involved discugoW he was left on his own until Keith Man-
sions with CUP, conferences, seminars alé agreed to co-edit Volume Il. New editors
meetings over a long gestation period. Sin¢€re appointed for Volume I, Elisabeth
libraries are part of the social and culturkfe€dham Green and Tessa Webber, and Al
history of the last 150 years, the format wiair Black worked with Peter Hoare on Vol-
difficult to pin down - it could have been aHMe lll. Fragmentation was avoided by us-
ongoing research project like the Victorif!g an analytical approach rather than a
County Histories. Surveys had been done @#onicle, which could easily have filled four
the history of libraries but none was exhau$. five volumes. Naturally there are omis-
tive. After thirteen years of deliberation, &0NS, such as music libraries, but early in
proposal was put to CUP in 1994. It wae005 the Press_ issued an uItlmat.um. This
timely, with the recent 180 anniversary of focussed the minds of the more dilatory au-
the Public Libraries Act, the British Libraryfnors. Late 2005 was given as the final date
moving to St. Pancras and the Follett Rep8ft the plug would be pulled. This created a
on the developing information society. Still, [iSt-minute panic and a dash to the Press in a
took time to find scholarly experts to contrig@xi from Cambridge railway station to hand
ute and set up an editorial committee. Hédfpthe final work, but that was not the end.
was given by editors of th€ambridge His- o ) ) )

tory of theBook such as David McKitterick The printing was done in India very quickly.
and lan Witherton, and a working title of ‘A Print copy was sent which could be cor-
History of Libraries’ emerged, but petdiected and then used for indexing: it was too

Hoare felt strongly about the Irish connectiofXPensive to employ professional indexers.
The Press designed the dust jackets. Then

further discussions had to be made on where
to send review copies. Free copies were is-
sued to contributors and, by 2006, there was
a growing sense of reality and copies of the
complete work were on the booksellers’
shelves. A launch was held at the CUP
bookshop. Sales were satisfactory but re-
views were still to come. Everyone was hop-
ing that they would be good to repay the trust
shown by the CUP.
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Patricia Aske, Pembroke College
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For two weeks in May the top floor of Borders bduis served as
a gallery to display the Cambridge Library Groupibition of
art work by children from one of Sri Lanka’'s tsuneaffected
schools. The Deputy High Commissioner of Sri LarMa, Sudan-
tha Ganegama Arachchi, was guest of honour atpigmiag, and
we also welcomed Edwina Smart of CILIP’s Governmigbtar-
ies and Information Group, who had traveled fronatSd/Nales to
be with us for the evening.

The bright and lively paintings are a testamenthtresilience of

the people of Sri Lanka; they teem with fish, flosiebirds and

trees in all colours of the rainbow, and depictgapcenes of eve-

ryday life. Edwina, who is involved in GLIG’s Tsum&Affected

Libraries Appeal, and who has travelled widely i [Sinka, says  Deputy High Commissioner Mr. Sudantha
that they are very different to the dark and dising ones that Ganemaga Arachchi and former Chair of CLG
were produced shortly after the incident. If justifion was re- Anne Hughes at the opening of the exhibition
quired for the CLG’s Tsunami Appeal then this exioin, cou-

pled with the photographs here of the renovated refutbished

Sudhrama Maha Vidylalya School Library, are moantkufficient.

Premila Gamage, of the Sri Lanka library Associatisays that ‘Enabling readers to return to thbnaties can help
them — both psychologically and practically — tpeavith uncertainty and get back to normal’. Ihéartening to think
that the CLG have been a part of this healing gece

Anne Hughes, Clare College

Pictures of the opening of the Sri Sudharma Schadbrary and school visit
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Our trip to York was punctuated by medieval buiginspiral staircases and crusading branch librausa. ..

On Friday morning nine CLG members met at King’snidiain the centre of the town and were greetedbygpiian Stella Pill-
ing. A medieval building with the crest of Charlesver the door, the Manor houses York Universitydlections in architec-
ture, building conservation and garden historywall as a major slide library containing imagesstafined glass, many of York
Minster.

Access is a major issue in this two-storey listedding. No changes can be made to the fabric eflthilding - staff are not
even allowed to put new nails into the wall to hangfures! There is no lift, and we took the kilkgiral staircase to the ground
floor very cautiously. The building itself is owned by YorlktyCCouncil and is open to the public — most of whdragically,
either don’t know it's there or don’t know that thean use it. Stella is keen to see more locatleads come in, but encouraging
them to do so is difficult as they believe it igtpaf the university. On the other hand, King’'s Mais quite a distance from the
main York campus, so many students think it musd bivic facility!

We all fell for the ‘little bull’ in the courtyard;reated by a local sculptor, and spent quite afltime photographing him before
exploring the other buildings around the courtyand having a quick cup of coffee in the medievidatory.

Our tour of King’s Manor was followed by a visit Tthe Library in The Park — York Minster Library. i@inally a theological
collection, current librarian John Powell is expiwgdthe collection along socio-historical lines. Wivere amazed to find titles
on all subjects, including theatre - part of a dimmincluding 18-century playbills which are currently on displakighlight-
ing the unexpected aspects of this collection.

Rarer books are kept upstairs in caged bookcasestre valuable

items - including a fascinating collection of unakhindings - are in a
closed store whose antiquity almost rivals thathef books inside. We
encountered our second spiral staircase of thendeg; and once again
the dizzying trek was well worth it!

With holdings ranging from a first edition dhe Waste Lando un-
usual bindings, and a librarian who refuses to veeanit in case it in-
timidates his readers, YML is an undiscovered weasJohn is work-
ing hard to raise the library’s profile in the Yockmmunity and, in-
fused with his enthusiasm, the CLG did its bit bpgglytizing taxi-
drivers, tour guides and waitresses during the irdea of the week-
end.

We tore ourselves away reluctantly from YML andssed the park to
York Minster itself. There we impressed our guidetree outset by
recognising a series of modern sculptures as semnaghfigures.
CLG members on their trip to York Then we intimidated him by decoding their messatge(one, Tessal).
He regained a bit of ground later when nobody kméw one of the
stained-glass windows should depict a monkey funékpparently it is a play on the apocryphal fuedesf the Virgin - which
frankly doesn’t explain a lot ... ) Highlights of ¢hivonderful building include the Chapterhouse, wittexpected carvings of
animals dotted among its pillars, and of coursestamed glass windows. The funniest bit, howeigethe line of early English
kings all of whom share the same two sets of featuronly the beards vary.

Naturally, York Minster has its own spiral staireastory. In 1840 a workman left a candle alight aetfire to the south-west
tower. It is claimed that the bells were meltedthg heat and the molten metal ran down the sta&iraad into the streets of
York. What with this and our guide’s alarming talsout the 2B-century subsidence under the main tower, we waite ge-
lieved to move on and regroup a little later faregy sociable (and possibly rather noisy) meal attéh’s Too.

After our somewhat late evening it was very pleasameet next day for a gentle stroll around tlwen@n walls and streets of
the town. We basked in the sunshine in the Abbeyd&ws, briefly revisited the outside of the Minsteand made our way
slowly through Petergate, King’s Square, and than8kes. Despite being Scottish, our guide quitarbieloves his adopted
city and knew all kinds of fascinating stories antitiments about it. My favourite local character wWasarchitect who puts the
outline of a black cat on every house he buildsa(kitten if it's a flat!).

We finished our packed visit with a trip to the @asMuseum which has some amazing exhibits, incgdivhole Victorian
streets with shops and carriages! There are alse seonderful period rooms, a costume exhibitiodisplay of children’s toys,
a very scary prison cell ... | was so exhausted Idconly browse half the shop at the end!

Huge thanks to Jo Roos for organising another drgmtind displaying such flair in choosing from ks many attractions. It
was a fun and memorable weekend. Here’s to the next

Emma Coonan, Commonwealth Room, Cambridge Uniyekdirary
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As part of its day in Norwich, our group was detighto be shown the Library of Norwich CathedralitsyLibrarian, Mrs
Gudrun Warren. The Library has a splendid newirgpdoom designed by Hopkins Architects of Londenpart of the
Cathedral extension, which also includes a stunning refectory. Bright, warm and welcoming, theraity reading room
has wonderful exposed sections of earlier fabri¢ arflint wall, which the bookcases have been ripged tucked to fit
around. This room and other parts of the librarydgether within the Cathedral buildings like gedn a jigsaw puzzle —
the Hopkins building dovetailing with another nétréry building by a different (the Cathedral) datebt. This, in its turn,
connects with other earlier phases of building.r€he a delightful (and rather massive) waist-Highp of flint wall stand-
ing like a megalith by the library enquiry deskeft in place as significant evidence of earliedding on the site.

One of the benefits of the new building is thdtds brought the Cathedral library collections tbgein one place. The Ca-
thedral Library has a strong modern theologicalection of some 25,000 volumes created by the aamadgion of the Ca-
thedral's own collection with that of the Lincolh@&ological Institute. Indeed, it is the largestalbgical collection in that
part of East Anglia, and a valuable resource fonyria the area.

The catalogue of the Modern Theological Collect®available online (avww.cathedral.org.uk/pages/html/libraries.html
The Cathedral library also holds the Dean & Chaptésrary (the Cathedral’s historic collection)dnther historic collec-
tions, including the fascinating Swaffham Parishidry, and we were lucky enough to be shown somegtbf these collec-
tions by the Librarian. The library is open to tass three days a week (Tuesdays, Wednesdays anddHys). Anyone is
welcome to use the library’s modern theologicalemtion on a reference-only basis, and may applpdoow from the
modern theological collection by paying an annudlssription of £12.00. Use of the historic colleas is by appointment.
The visit gave us a wonderful insight into a Cathédibrary, and we are very grateful to Gudrun Yéarfor showing us
around.

Debbie Hodder, Newnham College Library

On 11" July, members of the CLG congregated at St. Chal'Srange Road for the annual summer garden pefityuse of
St. Chad’s Octagon was promised in the event ofvieather; however, this proved unnecessary — ngtdid the rain stay
away, but, rather unexpectedly (and fortuitouslihe sun made an appearance. This, combined withptéeetiful
refreshments, made for a very enjoyable gathervifgre people could catch up with each other arldatebn the end of the
academic year. Musical entertainment came from oRigrs Unlimited’, who provided a pleasant backdmmproceedings.
All in all, it was an excellent end to what has beevery varied programme for the CLG this yead #ranks go to all
involved in its organisation, particularly Suzarif@hs for offering the venue.

Rebecca Gower, Newnham College Library

Recorders Unlimited at the garden party




To come... CLG Antwerp trip

CLG is planning a visit to Antwerp in September&0Dhe trip would include organised visits to ihgibns such ap
the Plantin-Moretus Museum, the Municipal Librarithwthe historical Nottebohmzaal, Antwerp Conseoirat, and
the brand new Public Library building, as well aed time to explore the many sights.

Anyone who might be interested in joining this tsiinvited to contact one of the CLG committee brerm

) *+
Continued from page 4

The second stop for the CLG band of twenty in Nohwivas the Millennium library, the public librargrfthe city of

Norwich. The group assembled at the entrance ofilthary located in a large, glassed in complexXeththe Forum,
which also houses the local BBC office and a sesfeshops and offices. The library director andaasociate outlined
the library's mission and history, along with tlegaries of public library life in contemporary time

The library is the busiest public library in the U&nd clearly has not achieved this statisticahpate without some
planning and hard work. The ground floor holds salvenportant library areas: circulation, multimadthe young adult
and children's collections, and a specialty caltectMultimedia rentals, in the form of DVDs ancetlike, provide an
important revenue stream for the library, and rensmhighly popular service. The young adult areaefits from the

library's location in the lively mall, which natlisaattracts local youth, at a time when many pabiibraries have a
difficult time getting young adults in the door at. Indeed during our visit the mall was a beeehof activity, with

people milling about, the pre-adults as well asrteders and families socialising and taking adaga of the mall's
shopping opportunities.

The children's section is in the rear of the liprateftly isolated from the quieter and more studi@reas. We were
reminded by the director of the importance of deisig children's areas to accommodate baby pramishveppear to
evolve over time into larger, more difficult to pamdimensions. Adjacent to the children's secticas whe 2nd Air
Division Memorial Library, a specialty collectionrided by this American agency, focusing on militaistorical issues.

The floor above held several other busy areasadioét collection, the business research area, ¢iedts and the Norfolk
Heritage Centre, serving as the local history areshall of which were filled with patrons.

The library's current configuration owes its modgrandeur to a recent near disaster. A fire indldelibrary some ten
years ago destroyed the building, although a ssimgriamount of the collection was preserved. Wihiéelibrary and city
regrouped, the idea was hatched to pursue fundorg the Millennium granting agency, and the monkgwaed the
construction of the present multi-purpose buildifbis seems one of those cases of turning troudesomething new
and exciting, and the evidence suggests thathbhari has capitalised on its reformation with egeagd verve.

The library continues to strive towards active @sags funding is at least partially dependent oalthg statistics

covering usage, circulation, etc. While not thalitianal, wood-paneled public library that manyréibans and readers
enjoy, the Millennium is an example of a contemppmesign that serves its constituents efficieattyl energetically.

Even during our mid-day, weekday visit, the librargs a bustling entity, a locus of learning forages and interests.

Ned Fielden, J. Paul Leonard Library
San Francisco State University, CA USA




