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On 18th April 2007 at Wolfson College, Peter 
Hoare spoke to us about how the question of 
‘what is a library’  turned into a three-volume 
history published by Cambridge University 
Press in 2006.  After a long and distinguished 
career at London, Hull, Glasgow and Notting-
ham, Peter Hoare decided he wanted to create 
his own monument in the field of librarian-
ship.  He achieved this, but it was a long and 
at times painful process.  He gave us a flavour 
of the work and difficulties involved but his 
talk also conveyed his deep commitment and 
faith in the project. 
 
The original idea was inspired by Robin 
Alston, who was creating a library history 
database, but it took many years before the 
idea turned into reality.  It involved discus-
sions with CUP, conferences, seminars and 
meetings over a long gestation period.  Since 
libraries are part of the social and cultural 
history of the last 150 years, the format was 
difficult to pin down - it could have been an 
ongoing research project like the Victoria 
County Histories.  Surveys had been done on 
the history of libraries but none was exhaus-
tive.  After thirteen years of deliberation, a 
proposal was put to CUP in 1994.  It was 
timely, with the recent 150th anniversary of 
the Public Libraries Act, the British Library 
moving  to St. Pancras and the Follett Report 
on the developing information society.  Still, it 
took time to find scholarly experts to contrib-
ute and set up an editorial committee.  Help 
was given by editors of the Cambridge His-
tory of the Book, such as David McKitterick 
and Ian Witherton, and a working title of ‘A 
History of Libraries’ emerged, but Peter 
Hoare felt strongly about the Irish connection.  

In June 1995 at an Umbrella conference, a 
public announcement was made which ex-
plained the need for such a history.  Word 
got round and interest grew.  A three-volume 
structure was agreed with the Press but it still 
involved a lot of planning and finding the 
right authors 
 
Nearly one hundred authors were involved; 
guidance was given, extensions granted and 
dire threats made.  Some notable battles 
nearly changed the concept of the whole 
work.  Problems ensued when Robin 
Alston’s database was transferred to the 
School of Advanced Study in London and he 
dropped out of the enterprise in 1997.  Giles 
Mandelbrote had been recruited to help but 
now he was left on his own until Keith Man-
ley agreed to co-edit Volume II.  New editors 
were appointed for Volume I,  Elisabeth 
Leedham Green and Tessa Webber, and Al-
istair Black worked with Peter Hoare on Vol-
ume III.  Fragmentation was avoided by us-
ing an analytical approach rather than a 
chronicle, which could easily have filled four 
to five volumes.  Naturally there are omis-
sions, such as music libraries, but early in 
2005 the Press issued an ultimatum.  This 
focussed the minds of the more dilatory au-
thors.  Late 2005 was given as the final date 
or the plug would be pulled.  This created a 
last-minute panic and a dash to the Press in a 
taxi from Cambridge railway station to hand 
in the final work, but that was not the end. 
 
The printing was done in India very quickly.  
A print copy was sent which could be cor-
rected and then used for indexing: it was too 
expensive to employ professional indexers. 
The Press designed the dust jackets. Then 
further discussions had to be made on where 
to send review copies.  Free copies were is-
sued to contributors and, by 2006, there was 
a growing sense of reality and copies of the 
complete work were on the booksellers’ 
shelves.  A launch was held at the CUP 
bookshop.  Sales were satisfactory but re-
views were still to come.  Everyone was hop-
ing that they would be good to repay the trust 
shown by the CUP.   
   

Patricia Aske, Pembroke College  
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For two weeks in May the top floor of Borders bookshop served as 
a gallery to display the Cambridge Library Group’s exhibition of 
art work by children from one of Sri Lanka’s tsunami-affected 
schools. The Deputy High Commissioner of Sri Lanka, Mr. Sudan-
tha Ganegama Arachchi, was guest of honour at its opening, and 
we also welcomed Edwina Smart of CILIP’s Government Librar-
ies and Information Group, who had traveled from South Wales to 
be with us for the evening. 
 
The bright and lively paintings are a testament to the resilience of 
the people of Sri Lanka; they teem with fish, flowers, birds and 
trees in all colours of the rainbow, and depict happy scenes of eve-
ryday life. Edwina, who is involved in GLIG’s Tsunami-Affected 
Libraries Appeal, and who has travelled widely in Sri Lanka, says 
that they are very different to the dark and disturbing ones that 
were produced shortly after the incident. If justification was re-
quired for the CLG’s Tsunami Appeal then this exhibition, cou-
pled with the photographs here of the renovated and refurbished 
Sudhrama Maha Vidylalya School Library, are more than sufficient.     
 
Premila Gamage, of the Sri Lanka library Association, says that ‘Enabling readers to return to their libraries can help 
them – both psychologically and practically – to cope with uncertainty and get back to normal’.  It is heartening to think 
that the CLG have been a part of this healing process.   
 

Anne Hughes, Clare College 

Deputy High Commissioner Mr. Sudantha 
Ganemaga Arachchi and former Chair of CLG 
Anne Hughes at the opening of the exhibition 

Pictures of the opening of the Sri Sudharma School Library and school visit 
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Our trip to York was punctuated by medieval buildings, spiral staircases and crusading branch librarians …  

On Friday morning nine CLG members met at King’s Manor in the centre of the town and were greeted by librarian Stella Pill-
ing. A medieval building with the crest of Charles I over the door, the Manor houses York University’s collections in architec-
ture, building conservation and garden history, as well as a major slide library containing images of stained glass, many of York 
Minster. 

Access is a major issue in this two-storey listed building. No changes can be made to the fabric of the building - staff are not 
even allowed to put new nails into the wall to hang pictures! There is no lift, and we took the killer spiral staircase to the ground 
floor very cautiously. The building itself is owned by York City Council and is open to the public – most of whom, tragically, 
either don’t know it’s there or don’t know that they can use it. Stella is keen to see more local residents come in, but encouraging 
them to do so is difficult as they believe it is part of the university. On the other hand, King’s Manor is quite a distance from the 
main York campus, so many students think it must be a civic facility! 

We all fell for the ‘little bull’ in the courtyard, created by a local sculptor, and spent quite a lot of time photographing him before 
exploring the other buildings around the courtyard and having a quick cup of coffee in the medieval refectory. 

Our tour of King’s Manor was followed by a visit to The Library in The Park – York Minster Library. Originally a theological 
collection, current librarian John Powell is expanding the collection along socio-historical lines. We were amazed to find titles 
on all subjects, including theatre - part of a donation including 19th-century playbills which are currently on display - highlight-
ing the unexpected aspects of this collection. 

Rarer books are kept upstairs in caged bookcases, and the valuable 
items - including a fascinating collection of unusual bindings - are in a 
closed store whose antiquity almost rivals that of the books inside. We 
encountered our second spiral staircase of the day here, and once again 
the dizzying trek was well worth it! 

With holdings ranging from a first edition of The Waste Land to un-
usual bindings, and a librarian who refuses to wear a suit in case it in-
timidates his readers, YML is an undiscovered treasure. John is work-
ing hard to raise the library’s profile in the York community and, in-
fused with his enthusiasm, the CLG did its bit by proselytizing taxi-
drivers, tour guides and waitresses during the remainder of the week-
end. 

We tore ourselves away reluctantly from YML and crossed the park to 
York Minster itself. There we impressed our guide at the outset by 
recognising a series of modern sculptures as semaphoring figures. 
Then we intimidated him by decoding their message (nice one, Tessa!). 
He regained a bit of ground later when nobody knew why one of the 

stained-glass windows should depict a monkey funeral. (Apparently it is a play on the apocryphal funeral of the Virgin - which 
frankly doesn’t explain a lot … ) Highlights of this wonderful building include the Chapterhouse, with unexpected carvings of 
animals dotted among its pillars, and of course the stained glass windows. The funniest bit, however, is the line of early English 
kings all of whom share the same two sets of features – only the beards vary. 

Naturally, York Minster has its own spiral staircase story. In 1840 a workman left a candle alight and set fire to the south-west 
tower. It is claimed that the bells were melted by the heat and the molten metal ran down the staircase and into the streets of 
York. What with this and our guide’s alarming tales about the 20th-century subsidence under the main tower, we were quite re-
lieved to move on and regroup a little later for a very sociable (and possibly rather noisy) meal at Melton’s Too. 

After our somewhat late evening it was very pleasant to meet next day for a gentle stroll around the Roman walls and streets of 
the town. We basked in the sunshine in the Abbey Gardens, briefly revisited the outside of the Minster, and made our way 
slowly through Petergate, King’s Square, and the Shambles. Despite being Scottish, our guide quite clearly loves his adopted 
city and knew all kinds of fascinating stories and oddments about it. My favourite local character was the architect who puts the 
outline of a black cat on every house he builds (or a kitten if it’s a flat!). 

We finished our packed visit with a trip to the Castle Museum which has some amazing exhibits, including whole Victorian 
streets with shops and carriages! There are also some wonderful period rooms, a costume exhibition, a display of children’s toys, 
a very scary prison cell … I was so exhausted I could only browse half the shop at the end! 

Huge thanks to Jo Roos for organising another great trip and displaying such flair in choosing from York’s many attractions. It 
was a fun and memorable weekend. Here’s to the next! 

Emma Coonan, Commonwealth Room, Cambridge University Library 

CLG members on their trip to York 
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As part of its day in Norwich, our group was delighted to be shown the Library of Norwich Cathedral by its Librarian, Mrs 
Gudrun Warren.  The Library has a splendid new reading room designed by Hopkins Architects of London as part of the 
Cathedral extension, which also includes a stunning new refectory. Bright, warm and welcoming, the Library reading room 
has wonderful exposed sections of earlier fabric and a flint wall, which the bookcases have been nipped and tucked to fit 
around. This room and other parts of the library fit together within the Cathedral buildings like pieces in a jigsaw puzzle – 
the Hopkins building dovetailing with another new library building by a different (the Cathedral) architect. This, in its turn, 
connects with other earlier phases of building. There is a delightful (and rather massive) waist-high lump of flint wall stand-
ing like a megalith by the library enquiry desk – left in place as significant evidence of earlier building on the site. 
One of the benefits of the new building is that it has brought the Cathedral library collections together in one place. The Ca-
thedral Library has a strong modern theological collection of some 25,000 volumes created by the amalgamation of the Ca-
thedral’s own collection with that of the Lincoln Theological Institute. Indeed, it is the largest theological collection in that 
part of East Anglia, and a valuable resource for many in the area. 
The catalogue of the Modern Theological Collection is available online (at www.cathedral.org.uk/pages/html/libraries.html). 
The Cathedral library also holds the Dean & Chapter’s library (the Cathedral’s historic collection) and other historic collec-
tions, including the fascinating Swaffham Parish library, and we were lucky enough to be shown something of these collec-
tions by the Librarian. The library is open to visitors three days a week (Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays). Anyone is 
welcome to use the library’s modern theological collection on a reference-only basis, and may apply to borrow from the 
modern theological collection by paying an annual subscription of £12.00. Use of the historic collections is by appointment. 
The visit gave us a wonderful insight into a Cathedral library, and we are very grateful to Gudrun Warren for showing us 
around. 

Debbie Hodder, Newnham College Library 
���������	��	
���	
 �

��	����,�	��  
On 11th July, members of the CLG congregated at St. Chad’s on Grange Road for the annual summer garden party. The use of 
St. Chad’s Octagon was promised in the event of bad weather; however, this proved unnecessary – not only did the rain stay 
away, but, rather unexpectedly (and fortuitously), the sun made an appearance. This, combined with the plentiful 
refreshments, made for a very enjoyable gathering, where people could catch up with each other and reflect on the end of the 
academic year. Musical entertainment came from ‘Recorders Unlimited’, who provided a pleasant backdrop to proceedings. 
All in all, it was an excellent end to what has been a very varied programme for the CLG this year, and thanks go to all 
involved in its organisation, particularly Suzan Griffiths for offering the venue. 
 

Rebecca Gower, Newnham College Library 

Recorders Unlimited at the garden party 
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To come… CLG Antwerp trip  
 
CLG is planning a visit to Antwerp in September 2008. The trip would include organised visits to institutions such as 
the Plantin-Moretus Museum, the Municipal Library with the historical Nottebohmzaal, Antwerp Conservatoire, and 
the brand new Public Library building, as well as free time to explore the many  sights.  
 
Anyone who might be interested in joining this trip is invited to contact one of the CLG committee members. 

Continued from page 4 
 
The second stop for the CLG band of twenty in Norwich was the Millennium library, the public library for the city of 
Norwich. The group assembled at the entrance of the library located in a large, glassed in complex called the Forum, 
which also houses the local BBC office and a series of shops and offices. The library director and an associate outlined 
the library's mission and history, along with the vagaries of public library life in contemporary times. 
  
The library is the busiest public library in the UK, and clearly has not achieved this statistical pinnacle without some 
planning and hard work. The ground floor holds several important library areas: circulation, multimedia, the young adult 
and children's collections, and a specialty collection. Multimedia rentals, in the form of DVDs and the like, provide an 
important revenue stream for the library, and remain a highly popular service. The young adult area benefits from the 
library's location in the lively mall, which naturally attracts local youth, at a time when many public libraries have a 
difficult time getting young adults in the door at all. Indeed during our visit the mall was a bee-hive of activity, with 
people milling about, the pre-adults as well as their elders and families socialising and taking advantage of the mall's 
shopping opportunities. 
  
The children's section is in the rear of the library, deftly isolated from the quieter and more studious areas. We were 
reminded by the director of the importance of designing children's areas to accommodate baby prams, which appear to 
evolve over time into larger, more difficult to park, dimensions. Adjacent to the children's section was the 2nd Air 
Division Memorial Library, a specialty collection funded by this American agency, focusing on military historical issues.  
 
The floor above held several other busy areas, the adult collection, the business research area, periodicals and the Norfolk 
Heritage Centre, serving as the local history archive, all of which were filled with patrons. 
  
The library's current configuration owes its modern grandeur to a recent near disaster. A fire in the old library some ten 
years ago destroyed the building, although a surprising amount of the collection was preserved. While the library and city 
regrouped, the idea was hatched to pursue funding from the Millennium granting agency, and the money allowed the 
construction of the present multi-purpose building. This seems one of those cases of turning trouble into something new 
and exciting, and the evidence suggests that the library has capitalised on its reformation with energy and verve. 
  
The library continues to strive towards active usage, as funding is at least partially dependent on healthy statistics 
covering usage, circulation, etc. While not the traditional, wood-paneled public library that many librarians and readers 
enjoy, the Millennium is an example of a contemporary design that serves its constituents efficiently and energetically. 
Even during our mid-day, weekday visit, the library was a bustling entity, a locus of learning for all ages and interests. 
  
 

 
Ned Fielden, J. Paul Leonard Library  

San Francisco State University, CA USA  
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