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Editorial 
Firstly apologies for the delays in bringing our Issue 14. Hopefully the 

next issue will appear in a more timely manner.  

Secondly thankðyou to all our writers and photographers. If anyone 

would like to write a short piece about one of our talks ñplease do let 

us knowñyou would be most welcome.  Inside this issue:  

Central Libraryôs experience with implementing RFID,  
one year on.  

There was an excellent turnout for this first meeting of the new CLG year.  

The speaker was Jon Anderson, Enquiry Services Manager for Cambridge-

shire Libraries, and he was talking about the impact of the introduction of 

RFID to Cambridgeshireõs public libraries after one year of operational ex-

perience.  The talk was held in the modern and comfortable setting of Cen-

tral Library.  

Although RFID is not a new technology (it has been in development since 

WWII), it is only in the past decade or so that it has been applied in librar-

ies; it is still an unknown quantity to many librarians.  

Jon presented a fascinating overview of the project, describing early visits 

to Essex libraries (leading edge adopters of RFID in UK public libraries), the 

pilot project in March Library (from which valuable lessons were learned), 

and the eventual successful introduction at Cambridgeõs Central Library.  

The delay in the re -opening of the refurbished Central Library and a hard 

won battle with the book sorting machine could not detract from the over-

whelming success of the project.  

Before RFID, the self-service rate was just 10%, post RFID it is around 90%; 

long queues in Cambridge Central Library are a thing of the past.  Use of 

RFID for issue and return of books means that staff are free to help with en-

quiries.  The introduction of RFID also meant that opening hours could be 

extended.   Jon illustrated his talk with slides and an RFID scanner and tags, 

which were passed around and were studied by the audience.  

The interest of Jonõs talk was not just in the description of the impact of 

RFID, it was also in the story of a major project, its ups and downs, and its 

happy conclusion. 

 

Chris Barker 

Diane FitzMaurice 
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Last summer while taking part in the 23 things programme, a group of us responded to Isla Kuhnõs sug-

gestion of meeting up to organise a TeachMeet. I for one had not heard of these before and was in-

trigued. TeachMeets have been around for a number of years in the teaching profession. The concept is 

for a group to get together and share good practice or interesting ideas ð often with regards to new 

technology. The meetings are quite informal and the presentations short (for our first TeachMeet one 

could choose to speak for 2 or 7 minutes). After a flurry of activity, a location was chosen (St. Johnõs 

College), a date set (27 th Sept 2010), and we started looking for sponsorship for refreshments etc. The 

Cambridge Library Group and CILIP East of England Branch came up trumps and provided 50% of the 

sponsorship each. Many thanks to both for supporting us.  

With great trepidation we arrived on the day ð having filled all the spaces available...so that despite a 

few last minute apologies we still had a full and varied programme. ð From ôLibrarians as teachers net-

workõ ð to ôThe transition between school and universityõ to ôFacebook: some informal researchõ and 

much more (Full details of the talks, including videos, see http://www.camlibtm.info/about/

libteachmeet -1/   ).  This was combined with a chance to network. At the end of the evening we con-

ducted a quick survey using ôclickersõ, which produced positive comments. More were forthcoming in 

our follow up survey. With this in mind we decided to hold another in March ð building on our experi-

ence, and responding to comments made after the first event. Again the spaces went very quickly, and 

the changes received positive comments. Since then there have been librariansõ TeachMeets in various 

part of the country. So many thanks to the CLG for making this possible  

 
 

Cambridge Librariansô TeachMeet 

Katie Birkwoodõs presentation õFacebookñsome informal researchõ. 

Chris Barker  

http://www.camlibtm.info/about/libteachmeet-1/
http://www.camlibtm.info/about/libteachmeet-1/


Jillian Wilkinson  

We met at Robinson College, where Lesley Reid had arranged for one of the Fellows, Sandra Smith, to 

speak to us about her work of translating Irene Nemirovskyõs last, incomplete, novel Suite Francaise 

into English from French, and about the background to the discovery and publication of this manuscript.  

Sandra began by saying that the translator has a delicate job to do of conveying not only the literal but 

the emotional meaning and the atmosphere of the work being translated. She said that she felt ex-

tremely blessed to have been chosen to work on this manuscript, as the writing was so beautiful; and 

also that this was the first work of literature she had translated, her previous assignments being dry 

academic articles.  

Sandra then gave us a brief history of the author and her times: Irene Nemirovsky was born in Kiev in 

1903, into a French-speaking Jewish family, White Russians, who at the Revolution fled to Finland, Swe-

den, then Paris where she attended the Sorbonne. Her writing was influenced by Tolstoy, Chekhov, Tur-

genev, as well as Balzac and Flaubert. 

Irene considered herself to be a French writer, although denied citizenship twice, and  was a very popu-

lar writer in France during the 1930s. She and her husband Michel Epstein, also an émigré Russian Jew, 

converted to Catholicism and sent their 2 daughters to Convent schools, but this didnõt save them: the 

deportations of the 1940s targeted stateless Jews between the ages of 16 and 44 years. Suite Francaise 

was written into a leather bound journal in 1941, and it was rare to have such a book written at that 

time, by an observer. She had the talent to produce realistic situations: all her characters were based 

on real people. Her German soldiers were not Nazis but normal men, and just like French soldiers. Irene 

was arrested in July 1942 and died in Auschwitz in August. Her husband made a great fuss, writing let-

ters to anyone he could think of, but then he too was arrested and sent to Auschwitz and gassed on arri-

val. The 2 daughters were hidden by their loyal Nanny, moving from place to place around France dur-

ing the Occupation . Albin Michel, Ireneõs publishers, supported her and then her children during the 

war, and then later took care of the girls.  The manuscript of Suite Francaise, the first two of a planned 

sequence of 5 linked novels, was found years later by her daughters in a 

trunk which they knew to contain their motherõs journal and other me-

mentos. Only on beginning to read one of these notebooks did Denise real-

ize that this was a lost work of their motherõs. She transcribed it and it 

was published in France to great acclaim in 2004, and Sandraõs English 

translation was published in 2006.  

We were given some phrases to translate, to demonstrate how difficult it 

is to catch the mood, the onomatopoeia, the rhythm, and the feeling of even a simple phrase: try this 

one, about a cat:  

ôIl ronronnait comme une bouilloireõ 

The sound of the words in French resembles a cat purring ð Sandra chose to translate it as ôHe was purr-

ing like a kettle on the boilõ which gives us something of the same impression. 

I found the reading of this book, in English and in French, even more moving after hearing Sandraõs ac-

count of her work of translation, and her bringing out of the delicacy of Irene Nemirovskyõs writing. As 

she said, the translation must be in the English voice, she could not keep the French sentence struc-

ture. A reviewer complemented her, saying ôit reads well in English, but has the flavour of France.õ 
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Sandra Smith, Translator / Suite Francais 
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Three CLG members gave us their views on our discussion of 23 things ñfrom the point of view of a  

participant, an organiser and  someone who did not have the opportunity of taking part: - 

 

The Cam23 event was different to many CLG evenings in that there was no guest speaker. Instead, 

there was the opportunity for an informal discussion on the recent online course that had been running 

for library staff at Cambridge University. Cam23 allowed the opportunity to explore a variety of social 

networking tools including Twitter, Facebook, Flickr and Slideshare, and to evaluate their usefulness on 

both a personal and professional basis. The course ran from May to August with a closing ceremony and 

certificate for those who tried each of the 23 òthingsó and kept a blog on their progress, [see: 

http://23thingscambridge.blogspot.com/ ]. Weeks before the evening of the discussion, CLG members 

were emailed the web address of the course and encouraged to try out some of the tools if they had not 

participated.  

 

The discussion benefiting from having two of the team who had set up and organised Cam23: Sarah 

Stamford and Libby Tilley. After an introduction for those unfamiliar with the course, the floor was 

open for anyone to air their views. Topics ranged from the issue of privacy when divulging information 

on such sites as Twitter and Facebook that may affect future career prospects, to the benefits of having 

such media to communicate with groups such as university alumni. One of the key issues raised was the 

best way(s) of communicating information with one another, and whether the multitude of blogs, Twit-

ter feeds, etc. were a suitable replacement for e -mails. On a more positive note, the creation of a 

learning hub to assist students with their research demonstrated the benefits of participating in the 

Cam23 course. The discussion concluded with the understanding that if the course was run again, even 

in just a year or two, the content would probably be significantly different as new networking tools re-

place old in the transient world of online communication.  

 

 

23 things and AGM 

 

 

¶ We discussed whether anonymising the blogs had been helpful;   some people thought it would have 

been better to have know which person wrote which blog.   This led to a discussion about the benefits 

and drawbacks of anonymity, or an online identity, and about being clear about one's intentions when 

blogging or setting up accounts in Facebook and/or Twitter.  

¶ A few people continue to post to their blogs.   The value of using a blog as a "depository" of re-

sources for ideas, rather than as a communication tool, was mentioned.   Several people said they 

thought that setting up a blog for a library service had advantages over using websites.  

¶ Zotero has proved useful for sharing files with postgraduate students, and for compiling and sharing 

lists of books which are candidates for deletion.  

 

Darren Bevin  

http://23thingscambridge.blogspot.com/


 

The dissection of the successful 23- Things allowed those, who had not been in Cambridge at its 

inception, an insight into the outcomes of the project.  Particular ôThings,õ which had been 

deemed helpful by the project participants, were discussed such as Zotero, which picked up on the 

positive comments made by Isla Kuhn at the Medical Library talk at Wolfson in September and were 

helpful for me since I did not have first -hand experience of several of the ôThings.õ The lively and 

informed discussion of the more general issues raised from the project showed that the 

ôexploration of online tools for communication, promotion, and new ways of workingõ had facili-

tated cross-faculty and college interaction and allowed development of ideas.  The discussion on 

blog pseudonyms raised awareness of the lack of division between public, professional and private 

spheres on the internet.  This fitted in with the fact that some of the ôThingsõ such as Facebook 

and Twitter were used for contacting students but were by no means used as the main means of 

contact with the student body.  As a recent graduate and a user of Facebook, I was intrigued to 

learn of the success of the library pages.  It was also interesting and useful to note how many par-

ticipants had continued with their blog or had rolled out some of the ôThingsõ in their libraries.   

 

It seems that the project did not and was not meant to produce unified opinions on the ôThingsõ 

but has certainly provoked discussion and encouraged all to consider how Web 2.0 technology can 

benefit the variety of libraries throughout Cambridge.  I think that it is an excellent idea that An-

glia Ruskin is rolling out the project to students as well as staff since this will hopefully result in a 

mutually beneficial learning environment.          
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¶ Would the 23 Things blog remain available?  Some people thought it should as the instructions 
were useful; but others felt the content would "date" quickly.   It is likely it will remain for a year 

or so. 

¶ The difficulties of evaluating each Thing within a a relatively short time frame were discussed.  

¶ Questions were asked as to whether there was any follow up on the issues which came out of 

the meeting on communication between librarians.   As an unofficial group the Cam 23 team hadn't 

the authority to press for changes, but clearly there were issues that needed to be addressed and 

it was hoped these would be followed up.  

 

Generally, the meeting suggested that Cam 23 had been a very useful venture.   People wanted to 

know more about how the Tools were being used in libraries, and suggested it might be good to 

repeat the programme with more Things.   

 

          

 

Sarah Stamford  

Erin Lee 
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Fred Hoyle 

By permission of the Master and Fellows of St John's College, Cambridge' 

Despite a cold and crisp day ð we were extended a warm welcome at St. Johnõs. The provision of hot 

drinks was gratefully received. Katie ðas well as being one of the CLG Committee, in her ôday jobõ works 

with the Hoyle Collection é. Katie has been working for nearly three years on organising and catalogu-

ing Fred Hoyleõs many papers (and the many and varied objects that came along with the collection). As 

well as this she has been organising outreach activities associated with the collection ð including exhibi-

tions and talks from schoolchildren to librarians :)  

 

Katie talked us through Hoyleõs life ð showing us some pictures of some of the associated items in the 

collection ð (which includes such diverse items as a telescope and a pair of boots!) Hoyle bought his first 

telescope in 1930, and wrote his father a letter complete with a drawing of Saturn as seen through his 

telescope, which he described as òa beautiful sightó. 

 

In 1933 Hoyle came up to Emmanuel College Cambridge and in 1939 won a research Fellowship at St. 

Johnõs College. He contributed much to Astronomy including a greater understanding of how chemical 

elements are made inside stars. Some of his thoughts were more contentious however, for example he  

believed in the steady state theory, as opposed to the big bang theory ð this led to great rivalry be-

tween Hoyle and Professor Martin Ryle. 

 

Hoyle was instrumental in the foundations of the Institute of Theoretical Astronomy in the 1960õs 

(which later became part of the Institute of Astronomy). Hoyle also wrote science fiction.  

 

After a fascinating talk we were then invited to look at an exhibition of Hoyleõs papers etc in the old 

library ð and were able to catch a glimpse at some of the wealth of material Katie has been working 

with.  

Chris Barker  



 

On the 8th December the CLG gathered for the annual Christmas Party and Quiz. The venue this year 
was the Cambridge Union Library, which was nicely decked with Christmas decorations and even a tree. 

We were also very thankful for the fan heater on what was a bitterly cold evening.  

As ever there were plenty of nibbles and drinks on offer, a particularly splendid spread that included 

lots of festive food.  

Thanks are very much due to everyone involved with the catering.  

After a welcome opportunity to mingle the quiz began, with eight rounds of ten questions to tax all our 
brains. Librarians may be able to find even the most obscure information, but knowing the narrator of 

Cinderella on Ice in Cambridge was not necessarily an easy ask. 

Each round was themed, with an overarching theme of Christmas, so we were treated to Christmas in 
Literature for one set, Christmas History another, and even Christmas Sport! Teams could be seen hud-

dling round the question sheets with puzzled expressions and the occasional light bulb moment.  

Embarrassingly I must confess to being a member of the winning team, alongside Katie Birkwood and 
Andrew and Niamh Page. The fiendishness of the quiz is evident in our top score of 49/80. Congratula-

tions are also due to Helen and Stephen Hills who came second with 45 points.  

Many thanks to quiz setter Sue, who must have spent a lot of time and effort in coming up with such a 

diverse range of questions. I look forward to defending my title (and failing) next year.  
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Christmas party 

Liz Osman 
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On Wednesday 9th February the CLG were given a wonderfully interesting talk by Richard Andrewes, 

former head of music at the UL, on music librarianship and Cambridge collections. This event was 

held at the Pendlebury Music Library and attendees were given the opportunity to tour the library 

after the main event.  

Andrew first of all explained the definition of an archive which, briefly summarised, can be seen as a 

collection of documents or records relating to the activities of a person or institution. He then went 

on to give examples of the types of documents an archive could hold, which in a musical archive  

Richard Andrews on music librarianship and Cambridge collections 



  

 could include manuscripts, printed items such as programmes and sound recordings. Cambridge has a 

range of different musical archives and amongst them are the institutional archives of College Chapel 

Choirs and societies like the Cambridge Footlights and the personal archives of the composer Arthur 

Bliss, the music scholar Edward Dent and the violinist Alfredo Campoli.  

There just wasnõt enough time to talk about all the wonderful treasures that are held in Cambridge col-

lections, but Richard provided an invaluable handout which documents all of the collections that are 

scattered around Cambridge.  

If people are interesting in learning more about the excellent work that is being done on music collec-

tions in Cambridge then I would recommend following the MusiCB3 Blog at  

http://musicb3.wordpress.com/  

 

 

  

 

On 15th March CLG members had the pleasure of being the only people 

in Heffers Bookshop after closing time. We were there to hear Richard 

Osborne talk about the success of the popular non -fiction genre. De-

spite confessing to working mainly with òdull but worthyó books, Rich-

ard proved to be very knowledgeable and engaging on the topic of 

popular non-fiction.  

 

He began with an overview of the rise in popularity of the genre, 

starting in the 1990s with Dava Sobelõs Longitude and Stephen Hawk-

ingõs A Brief History of Time (which, I was relieved to learn, none of 

the rest of the group had read all the way through either!). Richard 

moved on to more recent successes, including Freakonomics (which sparked the creation of òpopular 

economyó as a sub-genre) and Watching the English. He also read us some short passages from his per-

sonal favourites, which rather topically included Cambridge authors and Dream 

School teachers David Starkey and Mary Beard. 

 

The evening was very enjoyable and interesting; with the added bonus of a Heffers 

discount encouraging many of us to come home with our purses slightly lighter and 

our shopping bags a lot heavier!  

Heffers bookshopðtalk on non-fiction 
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Annie Johnson  

Charlotte Byrne   



The CLG trip to the British Antarc-

tic Survey was truly a voyage of 

discovery.  Ellen Bazeley-White, 

Archives Manager, gave an ex-

tremely informative talk.  We 

gained a glimpse of the history 

and modern work of BAS, as well 

as an insight into the collecting 

and cataloguing work of the archi-

val staff.  

 

I was really fascinated by the evi-

dence of everyday life in the south 

that is preserved in the archives.  

ôDog cardsõ are index-card-style 

records detailing all the important 

information (age, health, tem-

perament and so on) of the work-

ing dogs used by Antarctic explorers and scientists until the 1990s.  Some researchers go south and then 

stay there for up to 2 -and-a-half years: the archives hold the magazines and celebratory menus pro-

duced by those hardy souls during the winter.  You can understand why theyõd make a big deal of cele-

brate the mid -winter solstice!  

 

BAS also holds extensive photographic collections; while the full archive catalogue is not yet available 

online to the general public, there is a searchable image collection accessible at  

 http://www.photo.antarctica.ac.uk/external/guest .  Itõs well worth a browse!  One photograph that 

caught the groupõs attention during Ellenõs talk showed the futuristic-looking BAS research station Hal-

ley VI.  Halley VI is the latest in a line of Halley research stations located on the Brunt Ice Shelf.  Over 

the course of time older stations have become  

buried in snow and ice, and slowly move with the  

ice sheet closer to the sea:  
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British Antarctic Survey 

1950s dog card for working dog Amos. Reproduced courtesy of 

British Antarctic Survey Archives Service. Copyright BAS. 

One module of the new Halley VI station.  

Reproduced courtesy of British Antarctic Survey  

 Archives Service. Copyright BAS. 

http://www.photo.antarctica.ac.uk/external/guest

